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Who said this?

“The United States Senate Committee on 
Finance (Committee) has jurisdiction over the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs and, 
accordingly, a responsibility to the more than 80 
million Americans who receive healthcare 
coverage under these programs. As Ranking 
Member of the Committee, I have a duty to 
protect the health of Medicare and Medicaid 
beneficiaries and safeguard taxpayer dollars 
appropriated for these programs.”
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Do You Know This Man?

888-580-8373 | www.hcca-info.org 4

Hot Topics

ALLEGATIONS OFCONFLICT OF 
INTEREST

• Emory

• Columbia

• At the list continues….
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What is the News?

• Grassley is promoting a bill called the Physician Payment Sunshine 
Act that would require pharmaceutical companies and medical 
device manufacturers to disclose all payments over $500 that they 
make to physicians.

• At least two companies, Eli Lilly & Co. and Merck & Co., have said 
they will begin making such disclosures next year even if Grassley's 
bill is not enacted.

• At issue is the safety and efficacy of the stream of new drugs 
undergoing clinical trials. Several studies have shown that 
researchers who receive money from drug companies are more 
likely to report positive results from such trials. 

Excerpts from the Los Angeles Times, October 4, 2008
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Grassley Tells Emory…… .

http://www.latimes.com/media/acrobat/2008-10/42768968.pdf
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Timeline provided to Emory from Sen. Grassley in th e 10/2/08 
Letter
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Other Allegations in the News …

• Sens. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and Herb Kohl (D-Wis.) on 
Thursday sent letters to the Cardiovascular Research Foundation
and Columbia University seeking financial disclosures and other 
information regarding their relationships with manufacturers of 
pharmaceutical drugs and medical devices, the New York Times
reports. The lawmakers are among sponsors of legislation (HR 
5605, S 2029) that would address conflict of interest issues and 
require disclosure of all financial ties between medical researchers, 
institutions and drug and device manufactures 

• Wall Street Journal reports on allegations of conflict between 
orthopedic device company and physicians as well as other conflict 
of interest with leading psychiatrists in academic medical centers
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Other Hot Topics

• Billing Compliance and Coverage 
Determinations

• Recent regulatory actions

• CTSIs and the Role of Compliance
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Contact Information

• Angelique Dorsey   email Angelique.P.Dorsey@medstar.net

• Carole A. Klove email CKlove@mednet.ucla.edu

• Kelly Willenberg email kmwillenberg@srhs.com


